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“An artist’s studio says a lot about their practice. A change in 
conditions or location, even a new view, can lead to new direc-
tions for an artist’s work. When I embarked on this new series, 
my studio space had been temporarily down sized. I adapted 
to smaller, covert spaces within my home - a desk and chair 
camped in the hallway - by making small works, ‘drawings’ for 
want of a better word.”

This latest body of work may seem to be a drastic departure from 
Kylie Stillman’s book and wood carvings, which created “some-
thing from nothing”, forms emerging from the empty space within 
objects. In fact, they are a brave but logical continuation of her 
interest in the relationship between two- and three-dimensional 
space. Here again, everyday materials and subjects are repur-
posed to pose questions about the way we see, interpret and 
create the world around us.  

Stillman describes her recent work as her “thinnest” sculptures to 
date. Over, under, around and through, looping across paper 
with needle and thread, embracing the crafty connotations of 
that process, Stillman continues her fascination with marks, ab-
sences, and the elements that make up a whole. Dew drops on 
spider webs, instructional diagrams for surgery, warp and weft 
and mesh, a feather - we are challenged to consider how seem-
ingly disparate images relate. For Stillman, each thread “draw-
ing” touches upon questions of how space is articulated and how 
things are made.  In many ways, the artist’s process of making is 
conveyed in the finished pieces. As Stillman says, “the way that 
you make it is the way that you see it.”



Text maker, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Crochet action, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Orange graft, 2014, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Narrative thread, 2014, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Flemish bond, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Line work, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Lavender joint, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Lattice work, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Plume black, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Pastel weave, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Pastel weave (detail), 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm





Bubble bubble, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Brown veneer, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Trick stitch, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Plume white, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Bark rubbing, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Wicker furniture, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



String theory, 2014, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Stem thread, 2014, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Squiggle rope, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Sewing mechanism, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Sewing mechanism (detail), 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm





Window beads, 2014, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Purl Stitch, 2014, cotton thread and wool on paper, 42 x 30cm



Formication branch, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Frost shadow (black), 2015, cotton thread and beads on paper, 42 x 30cm



Pendant ribbon, 2014, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Tendon union, 2014, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Work piece, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Vortex funnel, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Pantograph drawing, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Needle work, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Needle work (detail), 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm





Siphon action, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Effervescent sketch, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Stroke Weave, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Pink net, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Feedback loop, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Cross sphere, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Hi-vis weave, 2014, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Threaded plot, 2014, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Filet lace, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Steam drawing, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Steam drawing (detail), 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm





Stitch stitch, 2014, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Pink knit, 2014, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Leaf remains, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Lead type, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Metallic doodle, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Thread rubbing, 2014, graphite on paper, 42 x 30cm



Dew web, 2014, cotton thread and beads on paper, 42 x 30cm



Frost shadow, 2014, cotton thread and beads on paper, 42 x 30cm



Knit wear, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Knit pattern, 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm



Knit wear (detail), 2015, cotton thread on paper, 42 x 30cm





Making & Being (detail), 2015, cotton thread on carboard, 13 pieces, dimensions variable





Making & Being (detail), 2015, cotton thread on carboard, 13 pieces, dimensions variable





Making & Being (detail), 2015, cotton thread on carboard, 13 pieces, dimensions variable
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